
 

Legal Disclaimer:  The information contained on this flyer does not constitute legal advice and must not be used as a 
substitute for the advice of a lawyer qualified to give advice on legal issues pertaining to housing.  

 
 

How Does NYCHA Calculate My Rent? 
 

In general, your NYCHA rent should not be more than 30% of your “gross 
income.” Your gross income includes the money withheld from your paycheck for 
taxes or money taken out of your Social Security for Medicare. If you get public 
assistance shelter or if someone in your household is undocumented, your rent 
may be more or less than 30% of your gross income.  

1. What is the yearly gross income of everyone in your household? NYCHA uses 
your recertification documents to determine your household income. To go 
from monthly income to yearly (such as for Social Security award letters), 
NYCHA multiplies your monthly income by 12. For weekly paystubs, NYCHA 
multiplies your weekly income by 52. For hourly wages NYCHA multiplies your 
wage by the number of hours worked per week by 52.  

2. Do you have children in your household? For children under 18 who live with 
you, NYCHA will “deduct” $480 off your yearly gross income, acting as if your 
income were $480 less a year. The amount you spend on childcare for children 
under 13 each year will also be deducted from your yearly gross income.  

3. Are there elderly people in your household? If you are the head of household 
and you are your spouse are elderly or have a disability, NYCHA will deduct 
another $400 from your yearly gross income. Additionally, part of the 
household’s medical expenses will be deducted.  

4. Does someone in your household have disabilities? If someone in your 
household has expenses from having a disability or paying for medical 
expenses, part of those expenses will be deducted. Additionally, if someone is 
dependent on you because of their disability, NYCHA will deduct another $400.  

5. Getting to your rent. Once NYCHA has deducted these expenses from your 
income that amount is called your “net income.” Your rent each month should 
be 30% of your net income, divided by 12.   


