
 

 
 

What is a Section 8 Voucher? 
 

The Section 8 Housing Choice Voucher is a federal rent subsidy for income-eligible 
tenants who live in private apartments.  In New York City, it is administered by one of 
three Public Housing Administrators (PHAs): the NYC Housing Authority (NYCHA), the 
NYC Department of Housing Preservation and Development (HPD), or New York State 
Homes and Community Renewal (NYHCR).  Each agency has its own rules, regulations, 
and restrictions.  A tenant household generally pays 30% of its income toward the 
rent, and the remaining rent portion is paid directly to the landlord by Section 8.  

 

Where can I live with a Section 8 voucher?  A tenant with a Section 8 voucher may 
choose an apartment with a monthly rent that is at or below the maximum allowed 
for the approved size.  It must also pass an inspection and be approved by the PHA. 
Landlords and brokers may not refuse to rent to people with Section 8 vouchers. 

 

What are my obligations when I have a Section 8 voucher?  Tenants must annually 
recertify their income and notify the PHA of income changes.  All household members 
must be approved by the PHA and added to the voucher.  Income from the entire 
household is counted in calculating the tenant’s portion of the rent.  The voucher can 
be terminated on various grounds, including failing to recertify; disrupting neighbors 
or property; and conviction of certain crimes.  If the subsidy is terminated, the 
recipient is entitled to an administrative hearing.  

 

How much can my landlord charge?  A landlord may not charge a tenant with a 
Section 8 voucher more than the tenant share of the rent as determined by the PHA.  
The PHA will cover appropriate rent increases when notified of them by the landlord. 

 

How can I get Section 8?  Currently all Section 8 voucher waiting lists are closed.  
Vouchers are available in special situations, see 
http://www.nyc.gov/html/housinginfo/html/section8/section_8_voucher.shtml. 

Legal Disclaimer:  The information contained on this flyer does not constitute legal advice and must not be used as a substitute 
for the advice of a lawyer qualified to give advice on legal issues pertaining to housing. 

http://www.nyc.gov/html/housinginfo/html/section8/section_8_voucher.shtml

