
 

 

Discrimination in Housing Based on  
Source of Income 

 

It is unlawful in New York City for landlords or real estate brokers to 
refuse to rent to current or prospective tenants because of their 
lawful source of income. 
 
WHAT LAWFUL SOURCES OF INCOME ARE PROTECTED? You are protected if you 
receive income from Social Security, or any form of federal, state, or local public or 
housing assistance towards the payment of rent, including Section 8, Living in 
Communities (LINC), Supplemental Security Income (SSI), HIV/AIDS Services 
Administration (HASA), Family Eviction Prevention Subsidy (FEPS), Special Exit and 
Prevention Supplement (SEPS), Veterans’ GI Bill, and Advantage Program vouchers.  
You are also protected if you use Public Assistance and/or Housing Vouchers toward 
security deposits, or if you receive emergency grants due to unexpected 
circumstances. 
 

WHO IS PROTECTED?  Current or prospective tenants in buildings with six or more 
units.  
 

WHAT PRACTICES ARE PROHIBITED?  Brokers, landlords, and housing agents cannot 
refuse to rent to you, or discourage you from applying for apartments, because of your 
source of income.  They cannot publish advertisements indicating a refusal to accept 
certain sources of income.  Your landlord cannot refuse or delay making repairs to your 
home because you pay rent with public or housing assistance.  You also have the right 
to be free from harassment, discrimination, or threatening behavior or comments.   
 

WHAT CAN I DO IF I THINK I EXPERIENCE HOUSING DISCRIMINATION?  To file a 
discrimination complaint with the New York City Commission on Human Rights, 
call 311 or 718 722-3131.  Landlords and brokers can be fined, and prospective 
tenants may be awarded damages. 

Legal Disclaimer:  The information contained on this flyer does not constitute legal advice and must not be used as a substitute 
for the advice of a lawyer qualified to give advice on legal issues pertaining to housing. 


